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This is the first of a three-part series of reports from the Na’amat International Solidarity 

Conference that took place in Israel from February 10 – 16, 2015. 

Issue #1: Na’amat International Movement (this Issue) 

Issue #2: Youth & Families and Multiculturalism (coming soon) 

Issue #3: Women’s Rights (coming soon) 

Na’amat International Movement 

In this issue: 

• Introduction to the Na’amat International Movement 

• Opening Ceremony att he President’s House, by Toby Herscovitch 

• Reports from National Presidents, by Danielle Schneiderman 

• Na’amat World Movement Declaration of Solidarity and Support 

• World Zionist Organization meetings, report by Sarah Beutel 
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An Introduction to the Na’amat International Movement 

Na’amat is the largest and leading women’s movement in Israel whose mission is to advance and 
strengthen the status of women in the family, in the workforce and in society. Today Na’amat is a 
socio-political, multi-party women’s movement comprised of women from diverse sectors of the 
population, communities, countries of origin and religious streams. 

 

NA’AMAT is a world movement with sister organizations in nine different countries. We strive to 
strengthen the bond and the solidarity between NA`AMAT Israel and its counterparts abroad.  

 

Na’amat Sister Organizations:  

Na’amat Israel          http://www.naamat.org.il/ 

Na’amat USA            http://www.naamat.org/ 

Na’amat Canada      http://naamat.com/  

Na’amat Brazil          http://www.naamat.org.br/site/ 

Na’amat Argentina  http://www.naamatargentina.org/?page_id=2 

Na’amat Mexico       https://www.facebook.com/naamatmexico 

Na’amat Peru 

Na’amat Uruguay 

Na’amat Belgium 

Na’amat Australia 

 

http://www.naamat.org.il/
http://www.naamat.org/
http://naamat.com/
http://www.naamat.org.br/site/
http://www.naamatargentina.org/?page_id=2
https://www.facebook.com/naamatmexico
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By Toby Herscovitch 
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Galia Wolloch, President of NA’AMAT Israel 
 

L ast summer during the Protective Edge Campaign, Na’amat daycare 

centres in the south were closed for safety reasons.  However, a 

request was made that a daycare centre inside the hospital in 

Sderot be made available to service the children of emergency health care 

workers that were needed to deal with war injuries.  This centre rose to 

the challenge and provided excellent service, around the clock to the 

children while their parents tended to the wounded. 

At the Ayanot and Kanot Youth Villages, a group of Ethiopian teens were 

identified as struggling with issues such as low self-esteem. Through a new 

initiative of Na’amat, they were taken on a special trip to Ethiopia to 

connect with their roots.  Na’amat staff worked tirelessly to arrange visits 

with their relatives in their native communities.  It was an amazing experience for the students and gave them a 

new sense of confidence and newfound respect for their families.    

Another special program involved Na’amat partnering with Yad Vashem. The Unknown Sister program, the first of 

its kind, involved taking 45 women on a trip to Poland to learn about forgotten heroines during the Holocaust.    

Young Leadership Project:  This project, headed by Orly Bitty, consists of a group of young women volunteers who 

decide on social projects that interest them. They are currently working to raise awareness about violence in the 

workplace.  To promote their activities they succeeded in getting the Maccabee men’s basketball team to wear 

special logos on their shirts that read “A real man does not raise a hand”. 

Na’amat also continues to work with its partner, the Histadrut. They are working together to raise awareness and 

to advocate for a rise in the minimum wage.  In addition, they are working on a project called Full Parenting 

Partnership, which tries to change the attitude in the workplace towards men who need to take time off or leave 

early to fulfill parenting responsibilities. 

Summary of Presentations by NA’AMAT Presidents from all Participating Countries 
By Danielle Schneiderman, Co-President of Na’amat Canada Ottawa 

Liz Raider, President of NA’AMAT USA 

The Na’amat USA National office moved from New York to California last year.  Three 

new positions were formed: Financial, Educational and National manager.  They are 

planning to implement more technology to run the office and use social media to 

engage young people.  A gala is being planned to celebrate the 90th anniversary of 

NA’AMAT.   
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Sarah Beutel, President of NA’AMAT Canada 

T here are currently 700 members in eight cities across the country, with most 

members being 40+ years of age.   Events to raise funds and awareness include 

Author’s Luncheon (30th year), Ottawa Jewish Telephone Directory (65th year), 

Toronto Israel Day (20th year), Vancouver’s Purim Hamentaschen Bake, and School 

Supply for Kids (Toronto, Calgary and Ottawa). Other fundraising events include: 

Spring into Beauty (Toronto) and Calendar Program in Montreal.  In addition, a 90th 

anniversary tribute book project is being planned.    

Fundraising efforts are targeted towards the new daycare centre in Karmiel and the 

Kanot Youth Village (expansion of dining room and renovation of fitness room).  Na’amat Canada is undertaking a 

Capital Campaign to raise $235,000 over two years for Kanot.   

Looking to the future, Na’amat Canada would like to attract younger members in all cities.  Toronto has started a 

young club called Ruach, in which the women are in the 20-30-year-old range.  The group will try to work on improving 

public relations that will attract younger women. 

Ceres Maltz-Bin, President of NA’AMAT Brazil 

The mission of Na’amat Brazil is to contribute to and enhance the status of women, and 

preserve Jewish tradition.  There are 11 centres across Brazil, with a total of 582 members, 

all of whom are volunteers, with the exception of one paid employee. Last year, a new 

group consisting of 20-35-year-old women was formed and five centres have also created 

new groups.  To increase their visibility, they are present at all events within the local 

Jewish communities.  Cultural achievements include a theatre group choir, lectures, 

workshops and seminars in Sao Paulo. 

Fundraising events are ongoing with some of the funds going to help those in need in their local communities. One of the 

projects supported by Na’amat Brazil is the Ayanot Youth Village. Brazil holds national meetings to expand future plans 

and projects, with the next meeting being held in Sao Paulo. This will involve the election of a new National President. 

Esther Bleier, President of NA’AMAT Mexico 

Na’amat Mexico is proud to be celebrating its 80th anniversary. The members of Na’amat 

Mexico are all volunteers and range in age from 30 to 90 years old.  In addition to sending 

funds to Israel, funds are raised to support local Jewish organizations, Jewish schools and 

those in need.  Fundraising efforts include: making and selling challah, and their special 

project in which prints of works by well-known local artists are sent as cards for Rosh 

Hashana and other holidays, even Christmas. These local artists donate their work and 

Na’amat makes them into prints that are beautifully wrapped. Other programs include 

offering first aid courses for moms and grandmothers as well as running a second hand clothing shop to raise funds. 
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Denise Cohen, President of NA’AMAT Belgium 

Na’amat Belgium has 140 members who are fairly active in the organization. The past 

presidents from the last 28 years remain as an honorary presidents.  They organize 

lectures and discussions on several topics including political and religious issues. In 

2014, fundraising efforts were focused on daycare centres and the restoration of the 

centre in Ashdod.  Na’amat Belgium raises funds a variety of ways including holding 

seminars with keynote speakers, a tea party with music and dancing, raffles, 

membership fees, and the celebration of members’ life events. Na’amat Belgium is 

proud to have raised €20,000 (Euros) last year. 

Marta Susana Gimal, President of NA’AMAT Argentina 

Na’amat Argentina was founded before 1948. Weekly meetings are held to discuss 

ongoing projects such as lectures and fundraising events. A special Look Book was 

created to educate the community about Na’amat.   

Na’amat Argentina is always invited to attend all local Jewish community events. 

However, we are experiencing a fundraising crisis due to the local laws that make it 

very difficult to send money out of the country. In addition to this, we are 

experiencing difficulty attracting younger women. Na’amat Argentina is making 

attempts to be creative and  use music and art to try to market to a younger demographic.  Despite these 

challenges, Na’amat Argentina is proud of the work that we do.  

Dora Duenyas, Vice-President of NA’AMAT Uruguay 

NA’AMAT’s local activities include attending all Jewish festivals and cultural 

events in the community and at local schools. In the schools, Na’amat works to 

educate students about Israel.  Fundraising efforts include having social events 

such as theatre plays and special guest lecturers.  

The Jewish community, although active, is very small and Na’amat has to 

compete with other organizations to raise funds. The aim of Na’amat Uruguay 

is to try and reach Jews in smaller communities by forming partnerships with 

other Jewish organizations to work on projects which involve donations of clothes, medicine and materials to help 

the poor meet their basic needs. Currently, funds are raised through members (both active and inactive), sponsors 

and companies. In order to attract more members, especially younger women, Na’amat Uruguay is working to 

increase both online and personal communications.  
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Report from the World Zionist Organization Meetings in Jerusalem 

By Sarah Beutel 

D uring my recent trip to Israel for the Na’amat Solidarity Conference, I had the privilege of representing Na’amat 

Canada at a Plenary Session of the World Zionist Organization (WZO).  This was the last plenary of the 36th Zionist 

Congress (in October, the 37th Zionist Congress will be held in Jerusalem). The first Zionist Congress was held in Basel, 

Switzerland in 1897, and came about as a result of the vision of Theodore Herzl himself. Today the WZO brings together 

Zionist organizations, political movements, youth movements and more, under one umbrella with the mission of instilling 

the centrality of Israel and Jerusalem as its capital deep within Jewish consciousness, encouraging the return to Zion, 

fashioning an exemplary society in the Jewish state, expanding Zionist education, settling the land, and combating anti-

Semitism. 

The subject of the rise of global anti-Semitism was top of the agenda at the plenary.  Several sessions were dedicated to 

discussing what the WZO’s response should be to the intensification of anti-Semitism and how limited resources should be 

used to address the current situation.  One speaker, however, Israeli Historian Muki Tsur, told delegates that we cannot 

and should not allow the fate of Zionism and Israel to rest on the rise of anti-Semitism.  

Tsur told delegates that it is incumbent upon the leaders of today to rise to the challenge of working together to remind 

Jews around the world of the positive reasons for Zionism. It is not enough to back Israel when it is besieged. It is 

important to support Israel because of its many strengths; its centrality to the Jewish people, its democratic nature, rich 

culture, technological and scientific know-how, and so on. Rabbi Daniel Freedlander, the Head of the Reform movement, 

spoke about the unifying strength of Zionism. His message was that while there are many ways that Jews express their 

Judaism, Zionism is and has always been a unifying force.  

Also discussed at the plenary was the important issue of the evolving relationship between Israel’s national institutions 

and the WZO. Many of the structures and institutions of the state were conceived over 100 years ago, and so much has 

changed since that time. Institutions such as the Jewish National Fund, the Jewish Agency and the Histadrut were created 

before the birth of the State of Israel, and their relationship to the WZO must be redefined to address the current realities 

facing the state and the many organizations and players that exist today. Moreover, the many facets of Judaism today 

highlight the need for tolerance and compromise in order for all of the organizations and institutions to rise above their 

own self-interest for the good of the unity of the people. This is a challenge that the next Zionist Congress will have to 

address when its term begins in October. 

During the plenary, there were a series of votes on more than twenty new resolutions.  Many of the resolutions dealt with 

the issue of the rise in global anti-Semitism. Among the many resolutions were calls for increased activity on the part of 

the WZO to respond to such heinous acts, calls for more Zionist and Jewish education around the world, and calls for an 

expansion of activity to encourage Aliyah.  

I had the privilege of being at one of the first plenaries that used an electronic voting system. The entire process was very 

smooth and impressive. Each delegate received a small transmitter. For each resolution a vote was called, and people 
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were directed to cast their vote by pressing the appropriate button on their transmitter. Seconds later the results were 

projected onto a large screen.  This particular voting session was quicker than usual to finish, as the Plenary meetings 

were cut short due to the impending snow storm predicted to begin later that night. Shabbat was approaching and 

those that had to leave Jerusalem for home were told to do so in haste, as the roads would be closed once the snow 

started. I can only imagine the scene prior to electronic voting, when the hundreds of delegates voted by a show of 

hands, and each vote had to be manually counted, yes or no, or abstain.  I can only imagine how such voting used to go, 

with so many outspoken people in one room, with so many often controversial votes that needed to transpire! 

Avraham Duvdevani, the current Chair of the World Zionist Organization, pointed out that the challenges of today are 

really the same as they were at the inception of the WZO.  The challenge was and still remains how to bring Jews 

together in the State of Israel, and how to build a Jewish state that will enable the Jewish people to fulfill its aspirations. 

Herzl’s dream all those years ago was of a special state engaged in positive undertakings with values reflecting “all for 

one and one for all”.  These are still the fundamental questions facing the organizations represented in the WZO, and 

the way these questions are addressed, first at the highest levels and then down at the local levels, will help to shape 

the future of the Jewish State.  
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